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Reading Explorer
Reading Explorer is a pedestrian
orientation and navigation system 
that will help you find your way around
the town, while providing a glimpse of 
its fascinating past. The information
points situated at key locations across
Reading town centre are shown on the
adjacent map.

Integrated with the on-street units is the
Reading Explorer Pocket Map. You can
collect this free map at various locations
throughout the town centre, including
the Visitor Information & Travel Centre 
on Chain Street (C4).

Walking in Reading 
Reading is perfect for exploring on foot,
with most attractions within easy reach.
On both the town centre map below and
the locality map adjacent, the gridlines
are approximately 250 metres apart.
Walking 250 metres at an average pace
will take around 3 minutes.  
Walking can reduce your blood pressure.

Main switchboard 0118 939 0900
www.reading.gov.uk

Visitor Information & Travel Centre
0118 956 6226

www.reading-travelinfo.co.uk  

1

Attractions & Information

Reading Explorer Points

15 Saint Mary’s Butts/Gun Street  C4

16 Chain Street/Saint Mary’s Minster  C4

17 Duke Street  D4

18 Queen’s Road Car Park  D4

19 Chestnut Walk  E3

1 Visitor Information & Travel Centre  C4

2 The Oracle Shopping and Leisure  C4

3 Broad Street Mall  B4

4 Concert Hall  D3

5 Museum of Reading  D3

6 Hexagon  A4

7 Jelly Leg’d Chicken Art Gallery  D3

8 South Street Arts  E5

9 Chestnut Walk (Oscar Wilde Memorial)  E3

10 Museum of English Rural Life  F6
(Opening Spring 2005) 

11 Forbury Gardens  D3

12 Abbey Ruins  E3

13 Riverside Museum at Blake’s Lock  G3

14 Queen Victoria Monument  C3

15 Greyfriars Church  B3

16 Minster Church of Saint Mary the Virgin  C4

17 Saint Laurence’s Church  D3

18 Town Hall  D3

19 Civic Centre  B4

20 Crown Court  D3

21 County Court  C3

22 Magistrates Courts  B5

23 Main Post Office  D3

24 Job Centre Plus  B3

25 Training Enterprise & Advice Shop  C2

26 Library  D4

27 HMP Reading (Prison)  E3

28 Simeon Monument  D3

29 Abbey Mill Arch  D4

30 Oracle Riverside  C5

8 Oxford Road/Queens Walk  A4

9 Broad Street/Saint Mary’s Butts  B4

10 Broad Street/Union Street  C3

11 Broad Street/Queen Victoria Street C3

12 Broad Street/Minster Street  C4

13 King Street/High Street  D4

14 Civic Centre  B4

1 Railway Station  C2

2 Blagrave Street  C2

3 Friar Street/West Street  B3

4 Friar Street/Merchants Place  C3

5 Friar Street/Station Road  C3

6 Town Hall Square  D3

7 The Forbury/Abbot’s Walk  D3
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Operation Owl Club by Adam Dant. The images and text above were created by artist Adam Dant and incorporate sights recorded by Year Six pupils at Caversham Primary
School during a surveillance day in Reading Town Centre. They provide snapshots of life in the Town Centre, reflect issues of current importance to eleven year olds in the
year 2004, and provide an alternative means of exploring Reading. They do not necessarily reflect the views of Reading Borough Council. 

Civic Centre
Hexagon
Broad Street Mall

Exploring Reading
Museum of Reading (     , D3)
Housed in the splendour of the Town Hall, the family-friendly Museum of Reading offers something for everyone. 

There you can discover more about Reading's long history, including the Royal Abbey where King Henry I is buried.
Explore the historic 3Bs - beer, biscuits and bulbs, and browse in the unique Huntley & Palmers biscuit gallery. 
Discover what life was like in Roman Britain and marvel at the mosaics from the abandoned town of Silchester. 
Britain's very own Bayeux Tapestry (an exact replica) is displayed in its 70-metre entirety. 

Admission to the Museum is free.

The Minster Church 
of Saint Mary the Virgin
A nunnery probably existed on or around the site of St.
Mary’s Church in the 11th century. Saint Mary's was a Saxon
‘Minster’, giving name to nearby Minster Street. This area
was the pre-Abbey centre of the town. When the Abbey was
founded the focus of Reading was drawn eastwards. 

The present building retains a south arcade from around
1200 but largely dates from 1551, when the whole church
including the tower was rebuilt with much of the stone
taken from Reading Abbey. The chancel and the north aisle
were both added in the nineteenth century.

Saint Mary’s House in the churchyard is an eighteenth
century addition. It was once a brewery and was acquired
by the Church in 1919. 

The Harrinson Cross
The Cross was erected in 1877 to
commemorate Isaac Harrinson’s work to
remove dilapidated buildings on the site

(such as those pictured below).
Harrinson, a surgeon, was also largely
responsible for the demolition of the

slums around the Butts. 

The fountain built to
commemorate Queen

Victoria’s Golden Jubilee
can be seen opposite,

in the centre of 
St Mary’s Butts. 

The Criminal 
Element

Legend has it that the north
west corner of St Mary’s

churchyard was used to bury
the bodies of criminals

hanged at Gallows Tree
Common (to the south east

of the town).

On one occasion a witness to
an exhumation recalled a

skeleton with its arms and
legs still in chains. 

Saxons and Vikings
Historical records and more recent excavations
help us piece together information about the early
inhabitants of Reading and its surroundings. 
A number of Roman sites have been identified
and, whilst the origin of the town’s name is
uncertain, one possibility is that it is a Saxon
word whose probable meaning is ‘the
place of Readda’s people’. Little is
known about the Saxon settlement
although a small cemetery
confirms its presence.

Reading featured in the
9th and 10th century battles
between the West Saxon kingdom
and the Danes. Asser, the 10th
century Bishop of Sherborne,
describes the Danes as building a
rampart between the Thames
and the Kennet on the right
hand side of the Royal vill (or
palace). This description would fit
the Forbury.

5


